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“...REMEMBERING YOU IN MY PRAYERS...” (Eph. 1:16)
For our active-duty chaplain, Rev. Ryan Mills (Colorado).

PASTORS AND CONGREGATIONS

Rev. Travis Sherman (Grace, Gordon) is serving Grace, Merriman, NE (Nebraska
District).

Grace English, Pine Bluffs and Zion, Grover (vacancy Pastor is Rev. Richard Boche):
Rev. Mark Kranz accepted the call as pastor of Grace and Zion and as assisting pastor of Our
Savior, Cheyenne (Rev. Marcus Baikie). He will be installed on November 30 at Our Savior at
the 8:00 AM service and at Grace, Pine Bluffs at 3:00 PM.

Our Savior, Cheyenne (Rev. Marcus Baikie): Rev. Jonathan Olson returned the call.
On October 19 Our Savior called Rev. Erik Sorenson (St. Peter, Columbus, Indiana) as
Associate Pastor.

Grace, Greybull continues to be served by Rev. Jared Korb, (St. Luke’s, Worland) and
Zion, Emblem continues to be served by Rev. Ron Garwood (Christ the King, Cody). The
Yellowstone Circuit pastors and lay leaders met in Worland November 15 to deliberate the
present and future needs of the circuit congregations.

Salem, Gurley (served by Rev. Peter Preus, Bridgeport), St. Paul’s, Potter (served by
Rev. Richard Neugebauer, Gering), and St. Paul’s, Sidney (served by Rev. Neil Carlson,
South Divide/Chappell) held a call meeting November 18.

St. John’s, Lovell (served by Rev. Dan Harrington, Immanuel, Powell) called Rev.
Tyrel Bramwell (St. Mark, Ferndale, California) on November 2. Pastor Bramwell has accepted
the call and anticipates moving to Wyoming in late January.

Rev. Patrick Baldwin (Christ, Rawlins) is considering a call to St. John’s Lutheran
Church, Kroschel and St. Paul Lutheran Church, Hinckley, Minnesota.

Rev. Darren Pflughoeft (St. Paul’s, Lusk) received and has returned a call to Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, Dodge City, Kansas.
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Building Up the Culture of the Family of God

What is Culture, and Why Does It Matter?

God took forty years to purge the children of Israel from the cultural and theological customs
that they had learned in Egypt. God used the ten plagues of His judgment of Egypt to debunk
the idolatry of Israel’s slave-masters and prepare them for His Word and worship. But much of
what God gave and commanded Israel in the political and ceremonial laws recorded by Moses
was designed to separate His people from the culture of the Canaanites into whose land they
were entering. It was not simply a matter of rejecting sin. God forbade their rituals, customs, and
cultural practices because they were interwoven with idolatry and false doctrine. In the place of
these practices He established a distinctly Christian, Old Testament culture. God instituted and
created a culture for His unique and precious people by His divine Word.

District leadership has chosen a theme for the 2025-2028 district triennium that gives us
occasion to consider what God says about culture: “Building up the Culture of the Family of
God.” Many of the articles and essays in the Roundup for the next three years will revolve
around the many aspects of this theme. See, for example, the article, “Where are the
Homemakers?” in the last Roundup.

In this article we begin with a basic definition: What is culture? Culture is how a community lives
together in a place. It encompasses the beliefs, language, rituals, and virtues of that community.
It includes the institutions, knowledge, and worldview of that community.

For the Christian, and for the community of Christians, culture is instituted, shaped, nourished,
and governed by the Word of God. Culture is the natural expression of man’s created nature.
God created man for marriage, church, and community. Man was commanded to work in Eden
and settle it for his new family. He was given God’s Word to direct his actions. He was
enculturated from the beginning.

Culture embodies the beliefs of a community. Our Christian beliefs, what we call sound doctrine
or the true faith, are taught us in God’s Word. These convictions include the application of God’s
Word to how we live our lives in our home, our congregation, and our civil community. Our faith

take outward shape in our worship of God and our works for our neighbors.

When we refer to the language of our culture, we are not merely referring to the English
language. It is true that when our Lutheran forefathers (whether German, Norwegian, Wendish,
Danish, Swedish, or Finnish) came to this country, they realized that adopting a new mother
tongue for their children would run the profound risk of jeopardizing the Lutheran culture that
was bound up with the language of the Old Country. The language of a culture includes the
words and phrases we use in common, our generally accepted terms and definitions of
important ideas, our common historical and literary tradition, even the things we have
memorized together. Our historic liturgy and readings, catechism, Lutheran hymns, and
doctrinal heritage constitute a common cultural language for us. Ultimately, God’s Word is our
cultural language.

A distinct culture is practiced and passed on to others through common rituals. Ritual is the
enactment of beliefs, relationships, offices, and the like. Good manners are a kind of ritual. The



church’s liturgy is ritual. Weddings and the married life are highly ritual enactments of our
humanity. The worship life of the church, her sacraments, her pastoral office, her prayers, and
her care for one another are all a part of the church’s ritual, essential to her culture. The
church’s rituals are handed down to us through tradition, but they are not governed by tradition.
They are governed by the Word of God and shaped by Christian charity toward one another.

A particular characteristic of culture among Christians is the piety, or virtue, which is often the
first aspect of our culture seen by outsiders. “See how they love one another.” Virtue is a word
that describes our moral disposition, and piety (or godliness) emphasizes that this disposition is
in relation to God. True virtue is a gift of the Holy Spirit which He works through the Gospel and
in accordance with the eternal will of God. Culture among Christians not only expresses
Christian piety but also nourishes and encourages it. What we might call Christian culture today
has generally been called Christian piety by our Lutheran forefathers.

We will be probing many aspects of “Building up the Culture of the Family of God” in the months
to come. God has much to say about the matter in His Word. Here we may summarize a culture
of Christian virtue in this familiar and beautiful passage from Philippians 4:8-9:

Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

REFORMATION 500: The Peasants Revolt

One of the most important political events in Germany in 1525 was the
Peasants Revolt. The rebellion that began in the summer of 1524 reached its
highwater mark between March and May 1525. There was some justice on the
side of the peasants. The peasants were experiencing significant poverty in the
rural areas and among the urban lower classes. Governmental structures were being changed,
with the result that some of the ancient rights of the peasants were being violated. Taxation had
become a burden, including taxes owed to church institutions. The resulting resentments were
supported, at least in the minds of the peasants, by the Reformation critique of the Roman
Catholic Church and the call for evangelical freedom.

But responsibility for the revolt cannot be attributed to Luther, at least not from his own words
and actions. Luther had recognized the injustice of some financial practices, including unfair
taxation and usury, the charging of high interest rates. He had rejected the destruction of old
ecclesiastical government structures. In that respect, Luther advocated a conservative
Reformation, making changes only where it was necessary to promote and express pure
doctrine. In every case, he rejected rebellion and revolt as being among the greatest of all
possible civil evils. In particular, he opposed the preacher, Thomas Mlntzer, who was the
spiritual and political leader of the peasant rebellion.



In the middle of March 1525 a pamphlet appeared known as the Twelve Articles. The pamphlet
appealed to evangelical theology on behalf of the peasants, seeking reforms in both the
ecclesiastical and civil spheres. Many of the pamphlet’s demands were just. Toward the end, it
included a veiled threat if the demands were not addressed. Although the pamphlet received
broad distribution, coming even to Luther, it was not received well or acted upon by the princes.
Battles broke out in various places at the end of March and throughout the month of April,
though none of them in Electoral Saxony. The peasants won some surprise victories and
suffered one defeat.

During this time, April 16 to May 6, Luther traveled to Eisleben and made various stops along the
way. As he travelled, he worked on a pamphlet, Admonition to Peace, which was published by
the date of his return to Wittenberg (AE 46.3-43). He observed, against the peasants, that the
destruction of the temporal realm would make it impossible to preach the Word of God. Indeed,
even greater disasters would follow for all of Germany when the Word of God had been
silenced. He observed that some of the demands of the peasants were just, while others were
self-interested. He urged the princes to yield on some matters. But his plea for peace fell on
deaf ears.

In fact, his pamphlet was already outdated by the time it was published. The war of the peasants
was spreading and threatening to engage more German territory. On May 10 Luther published
again, a work known by the title, Against the Raging Peasants (AE 46.45-55). He came out
strongly against the revolt that had broken out and identified the “false prophet” Thomas
Muntzer as the leading spirit of this rebellion. He rebuked the peasants, calling them to
repentance and the abandonment of their rebellion. He condemned the peasants if they refused
to repent and obey their God-given authority. He then proceeded to advise the consciences of
the civil authorities concerning their duties from God’s word. The rulers should negotiate with
the peasants if possible. If not, they should strike forcefully with a clear conscience.

In the midst of this turmoil, and perhaps partly because of it, Elector Frederick the Wise died,
May 5. Luther preached at his funeral in Wittenberg. On May 15 an army of Thuringian peasants
were slaughtered in battle by their civil rulers at Frankenhausen. The rebel false preacher
Mdintzer was captured in the battle and executed on May 27.

The defeat of the peasants at Frankenhausen quieted the revolt, but not the accusations and
criticisms. Luther often found himself at the center of the competing interests of the peasants,
the civil rulers, the Roman Catholics, and the radical reformers. All sides could find reason to
accuse Luther of fomenting the rebellion or of promoting the cruel slaughter of the peasants. In
the early half of July 1525 Luther wrote in response to the criticism, An Open Letter on the
Harsh Book Against the Peasants (AE 46.57-85). He continued to affirm the duty of the princes
to put down the rebellion with force. Although he may not always have understood all the forces
at work in the revolt, he consistently applied the doctrine of Holy Scriptures to this complex and



dangerous political situation. He had advocated for the duty of the princes to crush the rebellion.
Afterwards, he also urged the princes to have mercy and to correct their own abuses and
tyranny. God would judge all those involved, both princes and peasants.

Scholars continue to debate Luther’s role and responsibility in the Peasants Revolt. But there
are lessons that we should learn from his conduct in this dangerous political situation. We
should note, first, Luther’s understanding that the Word of God cannot be preached and have
free course when civil authority has been destroyed. The church, and pastors in particular, have
a theological and ecclesiastical interest in the maintenance of just laws, civil peace, and good
order. Pastors in our own day have had to address the outright rejection of divine, natural law
and moral order in the laws and culture of our local and national governments. These open
violations of God’s law threaten our ability to preach the Word of God freely.

Second, we should learn from these events that the preaching and course of the pure doctrine
of God’s Word will always produce reactions and responses from civil society and government.
We are the salt of the earth, the light of the world, and the city which has been set on a hill
(Matthew 5:13-16). The gospel which we preach must inevitably change not only hearts but also
lives, and in changing the lives of people, the world around them must also be changed. History
is a witness to the many salutary effects that the church has had upon the civil society and
government around it. But the Word of God also provokes the hatred of the world and the wrath
of Satan, so that the church cannot always dwell in peace, but must often suffer afflictions and
persecutions.

Third, we see that Luther the pastor did not, and indeed could not, avoid engagement with the
events of his time. He preached, taught, and wrote about these events, giving very direct
instruction and counsel from God’s word. The preacher today might be reminded that his central
and primary task is to preach the whole council of God centered upon the saving gospel of
Jesus Christ. But God’s Word will certainly teach him to address also the civil and political
events of his own day. We cannot avoid the troubles of the civil communities in which God
places us. But we must give the help and counsel of God’s Word to our neighbors, and
especially to those in authority. In any case, we can keep our own consciences clean by learning
and keeping God’s Word in our own speech and conduct.



Announcements

As Luther went about the work of the Reformation, God raised up faithful men and
women to help provide for him. One such man was Frederick the Wise, who was
instrumental in protecting Luther from the murderous desires of the pope, as well as
caring for Luther's temporal well-being in other ways. As such, our district has
established the Frederick the Wise Fund to care for pastoral ministry in the Wyoming
District by assisting pastors and their families with short-term needs. While we are
blessed to not to have to hide pastors in castles as Elector Frederick did to Luther, there
are still plenty of challenges that confront pastors and their families. The Frederick the
Wise Fund is a way for the individual members and pastors of our district to care for one
another. On behalf of the pastors of the Wyoming District and their families, we do hope
you will consider joining the long line of faithful men and women whom our Lord Jesus
Christ has used to support the preaching of the pure Gospel. Visit wylcms.org and click
the ‘Donate’ tab to contribute to Frederick the Wise.

Is Christianity good or evil?, Violence in the Old Testament, The problem of evil,
"Gregory the GOAT," Christianity and Slavery. All of these and more will be addressed
by Rev. Dr. Kirk Clayton, professor at Concordia- Chicago, at our annual Tell the Good
News About Jesus Convocation that is held every year in Casper, Wyoming. Join us at
the Ramkota Hotel, February 6-7, 2026. You'll leave with clear biblical answers, historical
perspective, and practical tools for witness in your home, congregation, and community.
Registration is available at wylcms.org under the 'Events' tab.

Attention Congregational Treasurers: We have added a new feature to our website that
allows you to submit your Congregational Pledge and assessment by use of a credit
card or automatic withdrawal from a checking account. This feature can be found at
wylcms.org by clicking the 'Donate’ tab.

The Wyoming District LWML sponsors mission grants to help support many projects
across the district and around the world. If you or your congregation know of a project
that needs help in funding, consider applying for an LWML grant. Grant applications can



be emailed to vpgospeloutreachwylwml@gmail.com or mailed to Barb Schaer at PO Box
36, Gordon, NE 69343. Click the link below to apply.

Updates from Luther Classical College

LCC opened its doors to its first students in August! Here are some highlights of life at
the college so far:

38 students from 16 states

Daily Matins, Vespers, and Divine Services

Visits from the Fort Wayne seminary and Concordia University leadership
A seminar led by Dr. Gene Veith

Monthly Abendmusik concerts

Admission is open for Fall 2026! Join our pioneering students at
lutherclassical.org/apply

Dates to Remember

Dec. 7: LCC Abendmusik Christmas Concert, Lohe Chapel, Casper

Jan. 26-28: District Meetings, Lutheran Ministries Center, Casper

Feb 6-7: TTGNAJ Convocation, Ramkota, Casper

Feb. 20-22: St. Andrew’s High School Youth Breakaway, St. Andrew’s, Laramie



